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THE AMERICAN LEGION PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for
the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States
of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpet-
uate a 100-percent Americanism; to preserve the memories
and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses; to make right the master of might; to promote
peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;
to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion
to mutual helpfulness.

Pledge of Allegiance

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

From the Editor

Welcome to 2026, where did 2025 go?
Things get going in January at the Legion Hall
including the Military History Program and the
Soup Supper fundraiser. The review of the Feath-
er Party, including the raffle winners are inside.
Two quilts were donated to our Post. Photos and
details are included in this edition. Our Friday
breakfasts are on the calendar. Please arrive by
7:30 am for fellowship, coffee and give the cooks
a count of people and how much to make. The
cost is still $5 per person. A membership update
is inside and we still have a dozen renewals that
need to happen.

Contacts

Legion

Commander: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990
ricksfsd@gmail.com

Vice Commander: Roger Kooi-(605) 757-7010
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net

Adjutant/Finance Officer-Ken Bodewitz
(605)757-6270 kwbode@aol.com

Chaplain: Melinda Johnson

johnson@alliancecom.net

Sergeant-At-Arms: Carl Johnson

johnson@alliancecom.net

Historical Programs: Jerry Merkouris-(605) 582-7019
19gmc59@gmail.com

Legion Hall Rentals: Rick Larsen—(605) 553-5990
ricksfsd@gmail.com

Auxiliary

President: Carol Kooi, (605) 757-7010
dutchwoman@alliancecom.net

Vice President: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247
jplunstra@alliancecom.net

Treasuerer: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587
mediclojo@gmail.com

Secretary: Lory Johansen, (605) 360-9587
mediclojo@gmail.com

Chaplain: Kathy Stelzer (605) 332-1820
k8hstelzer@gmail.com

Membership Chair: Phyllis Lunstra (605) 757-6247
jplunstra@alliancecom.net

Sons—Email SAL.vssd@gmail.com

Commander: Terry Holm — (605) 321-6230
terry.holm@fmc.com

Vice Commander: Davyd Labata — (605) 310-2381
davyd2426@gmail.com

Adjutant: Brian Ternus — (605) 214-0670
bdternus@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Ken Bodewitz—(605) 757-6270
kwbode@aol.com

Welcome to 2026

Chaplain: Terence Carmody — (605) 610-6424
tmcarmody@midco.net

Sergeant -At-Arms: Sam Johnson — (605) 553-8534
Johnsonsam136@gmail.com
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From the Commander

This is a review of the December 16, 2025, Le-
gion meeting held at the Legion Hall at 7 pm. The
November 22" Feather Party was reviewed. Help
with the bingo games was provided by both Le-
gion and Sons members. The help was great,
which kept the games moving quickly. Legion
members worked in the game room and bar.
Thank you to Thrivent for supporting this event
and to Les and Linda Hengeveld for coordinating
this. It was a successful financially which should
provide funds for the 2026 building insurance. A
big thank you to the community for their support!

The Feather Party included our first silent auc-
tion. A quilt made by Cynde Lou Stoakes was do-
nated in her memory by her family. Thank you to
the family for the donation!

January 8, 2026 is the date for the soup sup-
per fundraiser. Volunteers are needed starting at
2 pm, serving times are 5-6:30 pm, and cleanup
finished by 7:30 pm. The guest soup is halibut
chowder provided by Chuck Doom.

Mark your calendar for the baseball pancake
breakfast on Sunday, February 22™. Preparations
will start at 6 am, serving from 8 am to 1 pm, and
cleanup complete by 2 pm. Coach Jeremy
VanHeel will be contacted to request baseball
players work in the dining room.

The next Military History night will be Sunday,
January 18" starting at 6:30 pm. The presenter
and topic is to be determined. Watch for updates.

Our Post membership is at 65 with the goal of
78. Members that need to renew their member-
ship will be contacted after January 1. Contact

Commander Larsen or Adjutant Bodewitz (contact

information is listed on page 1 of this newsletter)
with any questions.

Our Post is supporting the Brandon Valley
Baseball Association’s effort to host the 2027
American Legion baseball tournament. The appli-
cation has been submitted. We supported the
VAVS program with a $100 donation to the State
Legion Headquarters.

Rick Larsen - Commander

Auxiliary President’s Report

The Auxiliary met December 1st to wrap
up the year and review the Feather Party.
We would like to thank the community for
once again supporting the legion and our
Auxiliary for a successful evening.

Gifts from the South Dakota Legion Auxil-
iary were wrapped by our Auxiliary and deliv-
ered to veterans at Helping Hands in Bran-
don. As always, we would like to thank our
veterans and active military for protecting our
freedom.

If anyone would like to join our auxiliary
contact any officer. Wishing everyone a won-
derful new year and stay healthy and safe.

Carol Kooi - President

This quilt wall hanging is in the large room
of the Legion Hall. This was created by
Cynde Lou Stoakes, a noted quilt maker.
This quilt was donated by her family. This is
the same person whose family donated the
Silent Auction quilt for the Feather Party.



Legion Hall Rentals

24-hour Rentals (midnight to midnight)

Large Room $180 per day
Small Room $120 per day
Large/Small Room $300 per day
24-hour time includes setup and cleanup.

6-hour Rentals

Large Room $90
Small Room $60
Large/Small Room $150

6-hour time includes setup and cleanup.

Set Up Day Before/Clean Up Day After

Large Room $ 90 per day
Small Room $ 60 per day
Large/Small Room $150 per day

A cleaning and sanitizing crew is available to
cleanup after the event for $150. The cleanup
crew time is outside the rental hours.

A consumption permit is required for serving alco-
hol during the rental. The permit is applied for at
Valley Springs City Hall and needs to be ap-
proved by the City Commission at a Commission
Meeting before the event. There is no cost.

A one-day liquor license is required if alcohol is
sold during the rental. The license is applied for at
the Valley Springs City Hall at least 60 days
ahead of the rental. The license cost is $5.

Military History Night
Sunday, January 18, 2026
6:30 PM

Join us at the Legion Hall as we kick off
the 2026 Military History program. The guest
speaker and topic is to be determined. This
information will be provided at a later date.
Refreshments will be served. This is open to
the public.

Feather Party Legion Raffle
$1 per chance

The winners are:
Large Butterball turkey—Patty Hauck
Whole Cure 81 ham—Peyton Johnson

Congratulations to both winners and thank you to
all for participating in the raffle.

Soup Supper Fundraiser
Thursday, January 8, 2026
5-6:30 PM

Join us for a hot bowl of bean and ham soup,
chili, and our special soup of the month, halibut
chowder made by Chuck Doom. The menu in-
cludes chips, corn bread muffins, and hot dogs
for kids of all ages! Coffee, water and sodas will
also be served along with condiments. Profits will
go into the remodeling fund. The planned project
is to update the large flag pole and sign in the
front of the Legion Hall.




January 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Breakfast
8am
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Soup Breakfast
Supper
5-6:30 pm 8am
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Breakfast
8 am
18 19 20 21 22 29 24
iliar Meetings
mstor\y// Auxilliary 1 pm Breakfast
6:30 pm Sons 6 pm 8am
Legion 7 pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Breakfast
8 am
Our Post dues are a low $45 per year. Auxiliary dues are 330 (senior)

and $5 (junior) per year. Sons of the American Legion dues are $25 per year.

It Is Not The Price You Pay For Membership, It Is The Price You Paid To Be
Eligible To Join; It Is The Value Of Being A Member.
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